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HINTS,  &c 


HEN  the  expences  of  every  arti- 


VV  cle  of  fubfiftence  in  this  country, 
affords  a  theme  of  very  general  complaint, 
it  is  furprifing  that  an  induftrious  and  fen- 
fible  people  fhould  negleft  fo  many  evi¬ 
dent  fources  of  product,  and  confequent- 
ly  of  fubfiftence,  which  are  varioufly  af¬ 
forded.  For  a  feries  of  years  much  has 
been  expended  in  colonizing  and  improv¬ 
ing  diftant  poffeffions,  whilft  our  own 
immediate  foil  has  been  ftrangely  neg- 
lefted ;  and  even  at  this  period,  nearly  a 
fourth  of  the  whole  kingdom  is  in  com- 
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mons,  producing  little,  or  in  wafte 
grounds,  producing  ftill  lefs,  fupport  to 
man  or  cattle ;  at  a  time,  indeed,  when 
not  an  inch  of  foil  fhould  remain  ufelefs. 

At  length,'  however,  a  fpirit  of  rational 
enquiry  has  pervaded  feveral  focieties 
and  individuals,  through  various  parts  of 
the  kindom,  and  agriculture  is  improv¬ 
ing  upon  the  true  principles  of  nature 
and  chemiftry ;  and  the  time  may  come 
when  all  government  and  .ecclefiaftical 
reftraints  may  ceafe,  and  the  ground  am¬ 
ply  reward  him  whofe  labour  and  fweat 
enrich  it. 

In  a  retrofpect  ive  view,  the  lofs  that 
has  been  fuftained  by  negligence  or  ig¬ 
norance,  within  the  fpace  only  of  half  a 
century,  is  almoft  beyond  figures  to  cal¬ 
culate. — May  found  fenfe  and  produc¬ 
tive  induftry  allow  us  joyfully  to  con¬ 
template  the  future  increafe  of  plenty 
and  ftore ! 

It  is  not  only  the  immediate  foil,  that 
invites  to  product ;  within  its  bowels 
wealth  lies  hid,  and  above  its  furface,  the 
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mofl  humble  plant,  as  well  as  the  lofty 
tree,  expands  its  flower,  and  diftils  its 
honey,  to  invite  another  community  of 
induflrious  labourers,  which  has  hitherto 
been  too  much  difregarded,  and  whofe 
produft,  when  accepted  by  the  hand  of 
man,  is  pure  gam.  The  bee,  whofe  ac¬ 
tive  exertion  is  pleafing  to  contemplate, 
and  the  product  of  it  profitable  to  enjoy, 
is  by  no  means  duly  encouraged.  With¬ 
in  twenty  miles  of  the  metropolis,  horti¬ 
culture  has  mod  extenfively  increafed  ; 
the  gardens  are  enriched  with  plants  of 
every  kind — but  the  neftarium  of  the 
flowers  ifiues  in  vain,  whilft  the  hive  is 
excluded  from  a  flation,  where  it  might  be 
rendered  no  lefs  an  objefl:  of  ornament 
than  of  profit.  In  the  fpace  I  have  men¬ 
tioned,  50,000  bee-hives  at  leaf!  might 
be  maintained,  which,  upon  an  average, 
would  produce  as  many  guineas  annually 
in  honey  and  wax,  two  articles  of  lingu¬ 
lar  ufe  in  every  family  in  the  kingdom. 

Viewing,  therefore,  the  fubjeft  as  truly 
profitable  and  entertaining,  I  wifh  to  turn 
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the  attention  of  every  proprietor  of  a 
garden  to  its  promotion,  by  allotting  a 
fmall  fpace  to  a  bee-hive,  and  encourag¬ 
ing  its  bufy  inhabitants  to  cull  a  rich  {lore 
from  his  flowers,  and  thereby  gain  to 
himfelf  a  produft,  not  lefs  falutary  than 
pleafant.  In  this  metropolis,  where  little 
as  well  as  great  obje£ts  meet  with  patrons 
and  partizans,  I  wifh  to  excite  patronage 
to  the  induftrious  bee,  by  the  inftitution 
of  a  fociety  for  promoting  its  increafe, 
not  only  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Lon¬ 
don,  but  likewife  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom  ;  for  even  the  barren  heath  is  pro¬ 
ductive  under  his  labour. 

Columbarian  focieties  hav£  been  form¬ 
ed,  for  the  improvement  of  the  beauty, 
rather  than  of  the  utility,  of  the  pigeon. 
Of  ftill  lefs  ufe  are  focieties  for  fancy 
birds,  flowers,  and  other  trivial  objefts, 
which  have  been  long  eftabliflied ;  whilft 
the  bee,  whofe  induftry  is  proverbial,  is  left 
without  due  patronage;  and,  fromneglefl:, 
the  flocks  are  annually  diminifhing;  but, 
with  our  prefent  agricultural  improve- 
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ments,  and  increafing  horticulture,  it 
may  be  prefumed  that  a  Bee  Society 
will  not  be  deemed  the  leafl  important  in¬ 
itiation  of  the  prefent  period. 

After  the  eftablifhment  of  fuch  a  fo- 
ciety,  premiums  might  be  offered  for  as¬ 
certaining  the  food  molt  fuitable  to  the 
bee,  the  beft  mode  of  taking  the  honey, 
as  well  as  of  conflruCting  the  hive,  and 
preferving  its  denizens. 

Where  ornament  and  pleafure  have 
been  particularly  fludied,  neat  mahogany 
and  glafs  hives  have  been  conflruCted  in 
the  windows  of  dwelling-houfes ;  by 
which  means  company  in  a  fitting  room 
may  fee  into  the  glafs  hive,  and  be 
amufed  by  the  activity  and  labour  of  the 
induftrious  community  every  moment  of 
the  day,  and  learn  a  leffon  of  employing 
their  own  moments  to  the  moll  ufeful 
purpofes. 

Some  bee-hives  are  fo  conftruCted  with 
glafs,  of  various  fizes,  as  to  reprefent  a  py¬ 
ramid;  which,  at  the  fame  time,  are  high¬ 
ly  productive.  This  is  done  by  placing 
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over  the  body  of  the  hive,  which  is  of 
glafs,  a  flat  round  board,  perforated  neat¬ 
ly  round  the  edges,  with  holes  fufficiently 
large  to  admit  the  bees  readily  to  pafs  and 
repafs  ;  over  each  hole  a  fmall  glafs,  like 
a  cupola,  is  inverted  ;  and  as  foon  as  the 
body  of  the  hive  is  filled,  the  bee  con¬ 
tinues  his  labour  upwards  till  every  glafs 
cupola  is  richly  ftored  with  wax  and  ho¬ 
ney.  Over  thefe  another  flat  board,  per¬ 
forated  in  the  fame  manner*  and  furnifh- 
ed  with  glaffes,  is  placed ;  and  even 
other  ftrata,  leffening  in  diameter,  may 
be  fo  added,  as  to  reprefent  a  beautiful 
and  lofty  pyramid ;  a  drawing  of  one,  as 
it  now  really  exifts  in  Mr.  Lover’s  bed¬ 
chamber,  is  here  annexed.  1  In  this  py¬ 
ramidal  form  of  railing  the  hive,  the 
bees  continue  to  work  without  fwarming, 
or  leaving  the  hive,  till  the  glafs  cupolas 
are  filled  with  wax  and  honey ;  and  their 
ftay  may  be  prolonged,  by  removing  the 
glaffes  as  foon  as  filled,  and  fubflituting 
empty  ones  :  thefe  glaffes  may  be  made  of 
fuch  a  fize  as  to  fuit  a  family  to  breakfaft, 
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each  of  which  may  be  daily  introduced  to 
the  table  frelh  from  the  hive. 

A  little  honey  on  bread  would  fave  the 
ufe  of  butter  on  the  occafion,  and  be  more 
wholefome  :  it  is  at  the  fame  time  a  lux¬ 
ury,  that  every  family,  in  poffeffion  of  a 
garden,  may  command  without  expence, 
and  certainly  with  the  addition  of  ration-* 
al  amufement.  To  unite  this  with  profit 
is  the  intention  of  thefe  hints,  which  ex¬ 
perience  will  improve  upon,  and  amply 
reward  the  proprietor  of  this  moft  in- 
duftrious  community  of  labourers,  who 
feek  no  reward  in  return,  but  houfe  and 
fhelter,  from  the  inclemency  of  the  fea- 
fons. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  THE  PLATE, 

Exhibiting  the  Plan  ^/"Lover’s  Colony  ^Bees. 

A.  The  flraw  bee-hive,  inclofinga  large  glafs  D. 

B.  The  mouth  or  entrance  for  the  bee-hive. 

C.  The  door  behind  the  hive,  which  opens,  to  admit  a 

view  of  the  bees  and  internal  flru&ure  of  the  honey¬ 
combs. 

D  D,  &c.  Large  glafles  placed  on  the  hive,  which  may 
be  continued  to  any  elevation,  by  the  intervention 
of  the  flat  circular  board,  F.  fig  2. 

E  E,  See.  Crofs  flicks  placed  in  the  hive,  and  within  each 
of  the  large  glafles  D  D,  &c.  for  the  bees  to  fallen 
the  combs  upon.  One  of  thefe  crofs  flicks  is  more 
clearly  exhibited  in  fig.  3. 

F  F,  &c.  flat  circular  boards,  one  of  which  is  placed 
over  each  of  the  large  glaffes  D  D,  &c.  and  per¬ 
forated  to  admit  a  free  paffage  for  the  bees.  The 
large  holes  G.  as  reprefented  in  fig.  2.  are  included 
under  a  large  glafs  D.  and  the  fmall  holes  H  H,  &c. 
are  coveted  by  final ler  glafles,  each  refembling  in¬ 
verted  cupolas  1 1,  &c.  of  different  fizes  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  proprietor. 

e  cupolas,  in  the  original  colony,  furround 
the  large  glaffes  D  D,  &c.  but  are  omitted  in  the 
engraving,  in  the  front  of  each,  in  order  to  exhihit 
thefe  large  glaffes  more  obvioufly,  with  the  crofs 
flicks  E  E,  See .  included  within  them;  hence  the 
flrata  of  glafles  above  the  flraw  hive  appear  as  a 
feftion. 
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